The Book of Revelation
Letter to the Church in Ephesus (2:1-7)

Author:  John     Date: AD 90-96

Group Reading: Revelation 2:1-7

The commendations:

1. Their works 

a. No idle, listless people were they, but active, alert, open-eyed to note and enter where the kingdom of Christ might gain new subjects.

2. Their labor

a. Mentioned twice (v2 &3), it denotes the Divine delight in the quality as well as the quantity of their works.

3. Their suffering 

a. Cruel, fierce, relentless, unjust, the sufferings might be and were that their enemies inflicted, but these did not daunt, dismay or deter them from going right on.

4. Their patience

a. High, eager courage at the outset, hearts filled with enthusiasm, -yes, these are good; but better still is what will ever be needed, and that is the grace of patience, the power to endure and not to faint.

5. Their holy intolerance 

a. Primarily two targets; first false apostles, secondly Nicolaitans.

Nicolaitans:  The Nicolaitans were a loose sect who sheltered themselves under the name of Christianity, abusing Paul’s doctrine of grace and turning it into a plea for lasciviousness1.   Referring to professing Christians who, like Balaam, introduced a false freedom ie: lasciviousness.  Nicolaitans get their name from following Nicolas who was a Gnostic.  Nicolas translates into Balaam from the Greek, and from Hebrew Belang Am, or the “Destroyer of the People”.  In practicality Nicolaitans are everywhere, because everywhere there are men who will profess, believe, and do almost anything by which they find, or think they find, encouragement in the doctrines of God’s great mercy, and the all-atoning efficacy of our Saviour’s death.  An indifference of spirit between truth and error, good and evil, may be called charity and meekness, but is not pleasing to Christ.  By way of similitude, the teaching of Nicolaitans is defined as that of Balaam of the OT and Jewish tradition; eating food sacrificed to idols and immorality.

1 Lasciviousness:  In American legal jargon, lascivious is a semi-technical term indicating immoral sexual thoughts or actions.  It is often used in the legal description of criminal acts in which some sort of sexual activity is prohibited to differentiate that activity from innocent conduct.  It is often used as one of several adjectives to describe pornography as compared to non-pornographic depictions of sex or sexual themes.  “Lascivious" is not limited to pornography, however.  For example, "lascivious cohabitation" refers to a mostly archaic crime of living with a member of the opposite sex, and having sexual intercourse with him or her without first entering a legal or religious marriage.

Rebuke:

1. You have forsaken your first love

a. He who is faithful with himself will mark with sorrow the decline of his own spiritual life.  When he has to drag himself to duty; when prayer and worship and work for Christ are turned from, in heart if not in act; when there is no longer any glow or fervor of feeling Christwards; when temptation, once resisted and spurned, now approaches and solicits, and is suffered so to do; All these, and others like them, are symptoms, sure and sad enough, that the Lord has this against him, that he has left his first love.

b. We are not told that they have left off their works.  But it was possible for them to continue and even to increase them, and yet this censure was deserved.  For it is the motive at which the Lord looks.  Did not Jesus ask Peter three times “Peter, son of John, do you love me?”, as if the Lord would teach Peter and us in the process that love to himself is the one indispensable qualification of all acceptable service.  It is good for us to ask ourselves not merely what we do, but why?

Encouragement:

1. The letter to Ephesus closes with a call to return (to your first love)

a. Victory is possible to all; none need to despair.  And this lies in these last words of the letter.  It said to the church at Ephesus, “You need no longer yield to that which draws you away from me; you can resist, you can overcome, and so return to me whom you have left.”  Such is the force of the words, “to him that overcomes.”  And then, that the possible may become the actual, Christ holds out the prize of victory, the recompense of their (and our) return to their (our) first love.

The Stars: 

1. The Lord himself has told us whom these represent – the angels of the Churches.  Angels in this context should be understood as “messengers” or in its practical definition the chief pastors of the several Churches.  Not only does a pastor represents the Church over which he presides, largely responsible for its character and condition, but should be strictly speaking, their messenger.  For is it not his bounden duty to go from them to God and from God to them.  “God forbid,” said Samuel, “that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you” (Sam 12:23).  The term star also denotes Christ’s entrusted authority and honor on the pastors.

The Lamp Stands:

1. The lamps are to give light.

a. That is their function; they are “lit not for themselves, but for their uses”.  Radiant, cheering, silent, penetrating, beneficent, revealing, manifesting its source, but not itself.  We see the sun, but not the rays which stream from it.  So men are to see our light, but to glorify not us, but God.

2. Their light is not their own.

a. The lamp must be lit and fed, not by us but by the Lord.  “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts”.  Thus the light of these lamp stands are not their own; they neither impart it at the first nor sustain it afterwards.  Christ and the Spirit of God are the sources of the Church’s light.

3. The light is combined light

a. Each lamp has one burning light, but that one is made up of the combined illumination of every member of the church.  Just as the character of any given Church is the resultant of the varied spiritual forces that each member supplies, so the light of its lamp is the combined effect of the light in each individual.

